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• British Columbia, Canada has a long history of failing to recognize Indigenous rights and Indigenous title to 
land.
• Aside from a small portion of Vancouver Island and a portion of North Eastern BC, there are no treaties that 
surrender Indigenous title to land yet colonialism and settler life flourishes throughout the province.
• This makes for a complex and unique Indigenous-settler relationship in BC.
• British Columbia was considered Terra Nullius (meaning empty land) by the British Crown even though 
Indigenous peoples lived on the land and relied on its resources to survive.
• Indigenous peoples in BC became acquainted with newcomers (mainly European and Spanish explorers and 
traders) as early as the fifteenth century.
• Indigenous history is often generalized which does not consider the diversity of Indigenous cultures here in 
Canada.
• In order to refute this trend and provide new and noteworthy dialogue, this research focuses solely on three 
Indigenous nations in the Interior of BC: the Secwepemc Nation (Shuswap), Nlaka’pamux (Thompson), Syilx 
(Okanagan) see figure 1.1 for geographical reference.
• Indigenous peoples lived in these regions and they were hot spots for explorers, fur traders, gold miners, and 
eventually settlers.
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• Within academic scholarship, there are three main approaches that academics have used to study 
Indigenous-settler relations: in relation to the ideology of colonialism (broad analysis), a specific place-based 
approach (narrow analysis), an analysis in relation to land issues (broad analysis). 
• Outside of these three approaches is a fourth unique approach taken by Wendy Wickwire, an associate 
History professor at the University of Victoria. Her approach entailed looking specifically at the primary 
source research of ethnographer James A. Teit.
• All of these approaches are productive in interrogating Indigenous-settler relationships in British Columbia 
and are all necessary in order to understand its complexity. 
• The place-based approach along with Wendy Wickwire’s method reveals specific depictions of what 
Indigenous-settler relationships looked like in the past and thus eliminate the flaw of overgeneralizing 
Canadian Indigenous history. 
• In order to rebuild and reconcile, the academic literature needs to approach this topic in a way that 
acknowledges the distinctness of Indigenous territories, nations, and bands. 
• In British Columbia alone, there are 198 First Nations with more than thirty languages and sixty dialects, 
and the literature needs to reflects this. 
• The scope of this project is not limited to one characteristic of the relationship between Indigenous peoples 
and newcomers as the scholarship is quite limited.
• The time period analyzed will be as early as the nineteenth century and will extend to the mid-twentieth 
century.
• The Secwepemc, Nlaka’pamux, and Syilx reacted with kindness when the first whites arrived. This was before 1850 
and were mainly explorers and fur traders.
• Even when the other whites arrived, and gold miners increased foreigner population on their land and people began 
to settle, they still treated newcomers with respect even though their title to land was not acknowledged.
• The provincial government made empty promises and poorly allocated reserve land that was neither sufficient in 
terms of resources or big enough for the population of the people living on the land. This was also poorly 
documented. 
• The three chiefs (Secwepemc, Nlaka’pamux, and Syilx) who wrote the Wilfred Laurier Memorial condemned the BC 
land policy and labeled it as “utterly unjust, shameful, and blundering in every way.” 
• They also claimed that the land policy is the “main cause of the unsatisfactory condition of Indian Affairs in this 
country and of animosity and friction with the whites.” 
• They were not approached when making decisions to the land they had title to, and this was never legally 
acknowledged.
• The British Crown claimed they had no more money to make treaties throughout BC.
• The colonial office advertised BC as “wild and unoccupied” thus giving colonists the “right to land ownership based 
on the stage of civilization to have existed on the land at the time of acquisition.”
• Settlers took possession of land in the Interior and the provincial government continued to legislate racist land 
ordinances and policies that disabled Indigenous peoples from accessing their own lands. 
• The Indigenous-settler relationship for the Indigenous peoples in the Interior became even more convoluted when 
the Indian Act was passed in 1867. This act put even more restrictions on the Nlaka’pamux, Syilx, and Secwepemc 
people, and disenfranchised them from their political community, in which they were seen as minors and wards of 
the government. 
• The impact of this relationship on Indigenous communities in the Interior of BC are enormous and on-going.
• Settlement marked the demise of Indigenous culture and history.
• Land is crucial in Indigenous culture. It is related to language, the way of knowing and being in the world, and 
their history. 
• Indigenous people in the Interior have adapted and participated historically in colonial life to have their voices 
heard.
• As seen in the Wilfred Laurier Memorial, the Interior chiefs welcomed newcomers and accepted their way of life and 
all they asked was for similar respect in return. 
• Once settlement began, respect was disregarded, and the British Crown and the provincial government let it 
happen. 
• The main feature of the Indigenous-settler relationship in BC is dispossession of land. It has had an undeniable 
negative effect on Indigenous populations, history, language, and culture.
• The issues brought up in the Wilfred Laurier Memorial in 1911 are still pertinent today. 
• Thanks to dispossession, disease, and other forms of genocide, the Nlaka’pamux, Secwepemc, and Syilx have lost 
culture and history which they will never get back.
• The respect, the hospitality, the kindness, the patience, and the trust that has been continually shown by the 
Secwepemc, the Nlaka’pamux, and the Syilx needs to be returned by the provincial and federal government. This is 
not a question and not up for debate. 
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Figure 1.1
Research Question: My research question seeks to 
resolve why and how the British Crown found ways to 
surpass treaty creation, with reference to the 
consequences to Indigenous-settler relations. 
• The Memorial to Sir Wilfred Laurier, Premier of the Dominion of Canada: From the Chiefs of the Shuswap, 
Okanagan, and Couteau Tribes of British Columbia. Presented at Kamloops, 25th August, 1910. 
• British Columbia Papers: Connected with the Indian Land Question, 1850-1875. James Bay: Government 
Printing Office, 1875. 
• The Victoria Daily Colonist 
• James A. Teit, The Jesup North Pacific Expedition, Memoir of the American Museum of Natural History, 
Volume II Part VII, “The Shuswap,” New York: G.E Strechert & Co, 1909.
Key Primary Sources
Indigenous-settler relations in the Interior as described 
by the Sir Wilfred Laurier Memorial: 
“They say the Indians know nothing, and own nothing, yet 
their power and wealth has come from our belongings. The 
queens law which we believe guaranteed us our rights, the 
B.C government has trampled underfoot. This is how our 
guests have treated us – the brothers we received hospitality 
in our house.”
